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young lady who completed her studies in only 
three years. She was expected to graduate 
from Loyola in December. 

Another promising life cut short. Another life 
ended by gun violence. Another family forced 
to ask why their loved one, who was not in-
volved in guns, drugs or gangs, had to leave 
tragically and so soon. 

Americans of conscience must come to-
gether to stop the senseless death of ‘‘The 
Daily 45.’’ 

When will Americans say ‘‘enough is 
enough, stop the killings!’’ 
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NATIONAL NURSES WEEK 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 1086, 
a resolution recognizing the designation of 
May 6 through May 12, 2008 as the National 
Nurses Week. I commend my colleague Rep-
resentative EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON for intro-
ducing this resolution and am honored to be a 
cosponsor of the legislation. This is an over-
due resolution that recognizes the vital service 
that nurses provide to health of our citizens. 

I need to acknowledge that it is because of 
the efforts of the nurses that are helping the 
health care system to survive in its fragile 
state. It is only fitting that the end of National 
Nurses Week is the birthday of Florence 
Nightingale who is the founder of modem 
nursing that has initiated the blossoming of 
about 2,500,000 registered nurses in the 
United States. 

I would like to specifically recognize the 
190,000 registered nurses in Texas for their 
unprecedented service tending to the needs of 
my State. This legislation is a testament to our 
Nation’s ability to honor those that dedicate 
their lives to humanitarian causes. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution allows everyone 
to realize the foundational contributions that 
they have and continue to contribute to every-
one. I would like to point out that everyone 
has interacted with a nurse in their lives and 
nurses should never be taken for granted. 

Not only does this recognition honor the 
servants of humanity, but also paves the way 
for inspiration and education for those that as-
pire to serve in humanitarian needs. Our Na-
tion is facing hardship through the shortage of 
nurses and medical care is essential to the vi-
ability of the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, it is imperative for the govern-
ment to recognize the importance of nurses in 
our country. I urge my colleagues to whole-
heartedly support this resolution and other ini-
tiatives to properly recognize National Nurses 
Week. 

COMBUSTIBLE DUST EXPLOSION 
AND FIRE PREVENTION ACT OF 
2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5522) to require 
the Secretary of Labor to issue interim and 
final occupational safety and health stand-
ards regarding worker exposure to combus-
tible dust, and for other purposes: 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Chairman, I rise today in strong support of 
H.R. 5522, the Combustible Dust Explosion 
and Fire Prevention Act. This legislation would 
require the U.S. Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) to issue rules 
regulating combustible industrial dusts, like 
sugar dust, that can build up to hazardous lev-
els and explode. 

Working families are the backbone of Min-
nesota and our Nation, and it is critical that all 
Americans to have a safe and healthy work-
place. Unfortunately, due to the Bush Adminis-
tration’s failure in leaving worker safety in the 
hands of industry, OSHA has issued only one 
major safety standard, the fewest in its history, 
and killed and delayed dozens of existing and 
proposed regulations since President Bush 
took office. In 2005, over 5,700 workers were 
killed on the job and another 4.2 million work-
ers were injured. It is clear that there is still a 
need for greater workplace protections. 

A tragic example of this need occurred in 
early February when the Imperial Sugar refin-
ery in Savannah, Georgia, exploded, killing 
thirteen people and injuring many others. 
When dust builds up to dangerous levels in in-
dustrial worksites, it can become fuel for fires 
and explosions. Combustible dust can come 
from many sources, such as sugar, wood, fur-
niture, textiles, and metals, and therefore 
poses a risk across a number of different in-
dustries throughout the United States. There 
have been 281 combustible dust incidents be-
tween 1980 and 2005 that killed 119 workers 
and injured several others. Despite this, OSHA 
has failed to act to provide the necessary 
safety regulations. 

The Combustible Dust Explosion and Fire 
Prevention Act (H.R. 5522) recognizes the se-
rious hazard presented by combustible dust in 
American industry, and requires OSHA to 
issue rules regulating combustible industrial 
dusts. This bill sets a timeline for OSHA to re-
spond, and requires workers to receive infor-
mation and training about the hazards of com-
bustible dusts. OSHA has known about these 
dangers for years, but has failed to act. Since 
2001, in case after case and industry after in-
dustry, OSHA has chosen to emphasize vol-
untary compliance over setting strong rules 
and enforcing them. 

Workers cannot be asked to wait any longer 
for these basic worker protections. The trag-
edy at Imperial Sugar shows that the threat of 
dust explosions is very real at industrial work-
sites across America and needs to be ad-
dressed immediately. Methods to control com-
bustible dust hazards are well known. How-
ever, as we have tragically seen, voluntary 
standards are not enough. Without an OSHA 

standard, many employers are unaware of the 
hazards of combustible dusts, while others 
have chosen not to adopt voluntary standards. 

It is time for Congress to take action to pro-
tect American workers, because OSHA did 
not. I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the Combustible Dust Explosion and 
Fire Prevention Act to save American workers 
from harm. 
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE DEDI-
CATION OF TOLEDO BLESSED 
SACRAMENT NEIGHBORHOOD 
CENTER AND MIDDLE SCHOOL 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker. I rise today, 
pleased to recognize a milestone for Toledo 
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Parish. They cel-
ebrate the dedication of a neighborhood cen-
ter and middle school. 

Blessed Sacrament became the Mother 
Church of West Toledo, established December 
31, 1924, by Father Otto C. Kappus, in the 
forested epicenter of western Toledo. Strug-
gling middle-class families of the densely pop-
ulated, majority Catholic residential area set-
tled and thrived though the Great Depression 
and World War II. September 6, 1925, marked 
the laying of the cornerstone for the first 
church and school by Monsignor J. T. 
O’Connell. However, the church and school 
were completed in February 1926. 

The Sisters of Blessed Sacrament who 
served the Parish in 1925 belonged to the Do-
minican Order. The sisters found residence 
originally in the school building. In 1925, there 
were 112 pupils enrolled, with Sister Mary 
Leonilla as principal and 3 assistant nuns. The 
1952 enrollment was 778 pupils with 14 nuns, 
2 lay teachers and Sister Helen Patrick as 
principal. For much of the parish’s history, Do-
minican Sisters shepherded generations of the 
youth through the school. They remain much 
loved, greatly respected and well remem-
bered. Their teacher successors have upheld 
the grand tradition. 

Between 1938 and 1952, school registration 
increased to the point where the entire floor 
space, occupied as residence by the nuns, 
was converted to classrooms. Then, the Sis-
ters resided at 4110 Bellevue Road until the 
spring of 1948, when they moved to the con-
vent on Castlewood Drive in Toledo, OH. 

Blessed Sacrament Parish experienced 
rapid growth in its early years. To help serve 
the growing congregation, a new church was 
constructed. It was completed in 1954 and is 
still in use today. The charter members chose 
a Southern California Spanish architectural 
theme that has been faithfully reflected in the 
new constructions. This style was remarkably 
suited to accommodate the liturgical reforms 
of the Vatican Council, but also made the ad-
dition of narthex, in the 1970s, possible. Fi-
nally, the 2008 opening of the new middle 
school, neighborhood center and gymnasium 
facility marked the newest stage in Blessed 
Sacrament’s development. 

Today, Blessed Sacrament’s parish commu-
nity continues to be a hallmark of hospitality 
and ministry to its neighbors. The parish is 
lively with young families and a thriving 
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